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HOW DO YOU LIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD?
Proposal for a multi-criteria evaluation

Assessment methodology (complex and flexible) of urban quality and 
quality of life in the neighborhood, in order to define criticalities and 
potentials, types of health risks also due to the impacts of climate 
change

Establish how the relationship between students, teachers, 
administrators, citizens and stakeholders will take place, in order to 
identify urban regeneration topics.

Identify priority areas of intervention of the project proposal

The Place Standard Tool

Scottish Government Planning & Architecture Division / NHS Health Scotland www.placestandard.scot

http://www.placestandard.scot
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THE PLACE STANDARD TOOL

The Place Standard Tool, born in Scotland and applied since 2015, is a tool used to assess the quality of 
places and support communities, administrations and stakeholders to work together to improve the 
physical and social environment, support health , the well-being and quality of life in those places.

● the environment in which we live

● the people that inhabit these spaces

● the quality of life that comes from the 
interaction of people and their surroundings

Quality of the places…
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THE PLACE STANDARD TOOL

Structured as a questionnaire that deals with 14 
important issues (physical, social and economic 
characteristics of the place) and addressed to the 
different actors (citizens, administrators, 
associations, etc.), it allows to identify strengths 
and weaknesses of the neighborhood and 
develop priority actions in order to improve the 
quality of the places and the well-being of the 
people who use and live them.

The questions are addressed to the actors, who 
assign a score ranging from 1 to 7 for each theme.
1 (very high room for improvement = critical situation) 
7 (very low room for improvement = good situation)
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THE PLACE STANDARD TOOL

The 14 topics on which the questionnaire is built are:
Can I easly walk and cycle around using quality routes?

Does public transport meet my needs?
Do traffic and parking arrangements allow people to move around safely and meet community needs?

Do buildings, streets and public spaces create an attractive place that is easy to get around?
Can Iregularly experience good quality natural space?

Do I have access to a range of spaces and opportunities for play and recreation?
Do facilities and amenities meet my needs?

Is there an active local economy and the opportunity to access good quality work?

Does housing support the needs of the community and contribute to a positive environment? 

Is there a range of spaces and opportunities to meet people?

Does this place have a positive identity and do Ifeel I belong?

Do I feel safe?

Do I feel able to partecipate in decisions and help change things for the better?

Are buildings and spaces well cared for?
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THE PLACE STANDARD TOOL

The tool is used to evaluate what works and what needs to be improved in a place; the toll produces results in the generation of data 
and knowledge based on the place and in the identification of regeneration actions considered a priority to improve quality.

It has been shown that the quality and the design quality of the places can significantly influence the ability of communities to live in a 
healthy and sustainable way. Issues such as well-being and quality of life, physical and mental health, social and cultural life, are all 
influenced by the quality of places. The Place Standard fits well with the principle of an approach based on the needs and rights of 
individuals.
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THE PLACE STANDARD TOOL

Each topic and question identified is accompanied by specific questions to which attention should be paid overall for the purposes of the evaluation:
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THE PLACE STANDARD 
TOOL

The scores are placed on a diagram 
that allows you to view the 
criticalities and strengths, favoring 
the priority setting process.

The points that are closer to the 
center represent areas that need 
improvement, while those towards 
the edge are considered strengths.
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THE PLACE STANDARD 
TOOL

The results that the diagram traces 
give us the priorities of action and 
the needs of the community: 
towards what directions should the 
regeneration process and the urban 
project be oriented?

https://www.ads.org.uk/case_studies_place_standard/

https://www.ads.org.uk/case_studies_place_standard/
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THE PLACE STANDARD TOOL with a Climate Lens

Our goal is to use and implement the tool (with the support of CNR, Cyprus, etc.) with aspects and questions that look at the effects of 
climate change in local contests, in order to provide specific answers, achieve priority objectives and, co -create local mitigation and 
adaptation actions to increase the quality of life, safety and well-being in our neighborhoods.

An adaptation of the Place Standard Tool is currently underway, which provides for the addition of a climatic lens in the assessment of 
places and offers the opportunity to more actively consider climate change and its impacts on people's health and well-being. Already 
available, however, is the one relating to air quality.

● Air Quality lens

● Do you avoid certain areas, streets or roads 
because of heavy traffic and poor air quality?

● What could encourage people to leave their 
car at home and walk or cycle blackberries?

● Street canyons increase the amount of 
emissions and create poor street ventilation 
(see diagram below). Are you aware of street 
canyon effects in your area?

● What action can be taken to reduce 
emissions and improve street ventilation to 
make streets more pleasant and attractive 
for people to use?
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IL PLACE STANDARD TOOL with a Climate Lens

● Climate Quality lens

● What would it take for people to move 
around in ways that avoid using petrol and 
diesel (for example walking, cycling, electric 
vehicles)?

● How can we enhance streets and spaces to 
make them an appealing place to linger and 
socialise, and carry out daily activities on 
foot?

● Where could streets and spaces be ‘greened’ 
to improve air quality, grow food, provide 
natural flood management, and absorb 
emissions?

● Do people spend time outside here when 
the weather is nice? Or do they go 
elsewhere?

● In bad weather how can we ensure that 
streets and spaces are still pleasant places 
to walk, meet or socialise?

Mitigation additional prompot

Adaptation additional prompot
● Don’t forget to think about moving around in 

different weather conditions (rain, snow, 
wind, heat) – is this feasible for everyone? 
What alternative routes are there?

https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_lgiE-vg=/?invite_link_id=213939121400

https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_lgiE-vg=/?invite_link_id=213939121400
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