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Orthophotomap 2023 (Source: Google 
Maps) 





Map 1950 (Source Lisboa Interactiva, CML) 



Map 1970 (Source: Lisboa Interactiva, CML) 



Map 1980 (Source: Lisboa Interactiva, CML) 



Rua C nº 8

Resident's Association

Outside conversation

Rua J nº4

Rua L nº8

Tv. Fonte nº 698

Rua C nº 14

Rua H nº 4

Rua das Mimosas nº 6

Rua L nº620

Rua D nº 2

Rua de Trás-os-
Montes nº10

Tv. Fonte 

Rua de Trás-os- Montes nº4

Resdents’ identification was kept, but only for 
students and residents’ sharing Afterwards, the
names are to be withdrawn.



1960 aprox.

1975/1976

1980 aprox.

2012

2017

today

Beginning of the building process – first houses
Migratory movements

“Retornados” and other neighbourhoods’ residents within Lisbon or in its outskirts
The city hall verbally gives permission

Foundation of the Residents’ Association
Several attempts of resettlement

The neighbourhood is no longer inside the restrictive airport perimeter. (process 1023/95.5TVLSB de 
28.12.2012 – aggreement between the Portuguese State and Lisbon City Hall)
Lisbon’s Master Plan Revision (approval:24.07.2012)

Process regularization start - land subdivison operation (process nº 11/URB/2017)* 
Population’s Expectations regarding:
• Legalization
• Dwelling property
• Urban improvement work/Public equipment
• Construction workd/Green Areas/Services

Neighbourhood Timeline

*Approval by unanimity decision, at city hall public session,on the 26th of July, 2017, through the Deliberation nº 583/CM/2017, duly published in the Boletim Municipal nº 1223- 3º suplement, July, 27, 2017.



Several photos are presented so as to relate 
the different topics the residents at Bairro São 
João de Brito have highlighted and according
to our “readings” as visitors...

RESULTS / REPORTS / PHOTOS



DWELLERS
Resident: 
Nowadays, it's pretty.
But we had to struggle.

One of the residents built their house in
the neighborhood with a 
verbal and informal permit, but only if it
was built like a shed - "casa abarracada"

Many residents come from the country side of Portugal
. One said that people maintain their gardens to keep a
little bit of the country side with them. He asked me 
to think of the neighborhood as a small village.



DWELLERS

Young resident: when people from outside
referred to S. João de Brito as 
a shantytown she started asserting: "Yes, I 
live in a shed. Mine is the yellow one."

Student: there is a belief that cafes enhance drugs
and gambling so they disappearead after the public
renovation work.



Green Areas
Gardens
Vegetable gardens
Fruit trees
New trees
Weeds (free growing and cut)

Resident: 
I had a garden near my house. Someone stole
my vegetables and I never grew them again

One of the residents creates a path by cutting
their bushes so that their neighbor can go through it
and save walking time, after the public work changed
the streets



Pollution/toxicity and coping measures

Resident: the heat and smell of fuel
are higher in the neighborhood due
to proximity to the airport

Resident: 
This was the first winter I had rain
water entering my home

Some houses were built on
unstable landfill terrain



Snapshots of the City Hall Plan
and construction work

Resident: Because of the new viewpoint, 
people come to the neighborhood and 
leave broken bottles behind.

Resident: Many elderly people are home
alone throughout the days because we

don't have communal spaces



Snapshots of the City Hall Plan
and construction work

Resident: I don't care about the rules from EMEL 
(Mobility and Parking Lisbon Authority)



Snapshots of the City Hall Plan
and construction work

Resident calls the sound barrier The
Berlin 
Wall and strongly affirms wanting the
natural sound barrier with trees like w
as promised

Intergenerational differences in mobility
E.g. we talked with a grandmother and a granddaughter in t
he same household. The former said she would like a 
bus route to pass inside the neighborhood. The latter says
she can easily get to wherever she wants.
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